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Scott was referred to PReP Intl and had certified as a Skilled Therapy Aide at a Community College and was 
working at a skilled Nursing facility.  While Scott did well in that role, he felt there was more he could be 
doing and he did not like the truth of adult health care that some decisions were made more because of 
ability to pay than by need of the patient and family.  So he began looking for a career change. 
 
After some discussion, it became clear that his Nursing role was a highly regulated occupation which had 
both normal and emergency operations, required shift work and documentation of every decision. In short, it 
looked a lot like the world of system operations but required math and power systems capabilities.  Once 
Scott decided he wanted to explore system operations, PReP Intl asked him to take a personality profile 
which confirmed his detailed orientation, focus, decision making and abilities to handle multiple priorities, 
numerous data inputs and communicate clearly.  PReP Intl then coached Scott in preparing to pass the NERC 
System Operator exam, which he did in less than 2 months.  He then worked successfully at an investor 
owned utility for six months and learned how to become a system operator.  Since then he has found another 
operator role closer to family.  Here is his testimonial. 

 

             My father has been a Journeyman Lineman for the past 36 years and still continues to this 

day.  Thanks to his guidance is why I’m in the career that I’m in today.  It is and still remains to be 

the coolest, most rewarding career I could imagine. 

 Under my father’s guidance, I set out to find out more about being a System Operator.  He 

said if he could do it over again that’s the direction he would’ve taken but times were different in 

the 1970’s in the utility industry.  How many other jobs out there give you a week off every 5 weeks 

and you only have to work 3-4 (12 hr) days per week?  There were no college degrees directly 

associated with this profession, so I was skeptical.  I enrolled in an online training course through 

SOS Intl that gave me the basic understanding in preparation for the NERC Reliability Coordinator 

Exam.  After about a month of studying I took the exam and passed.  Step 1 complete.  Little did I 

know the challenges were just beginning. 

 I started filling out applications immediately.  I didn’t know that in the utility industry due to 

the large number of applications and size of most of the companies, when you complete an 

application it can sometimes take 3-6 months or longer for a reply.  Months passed and I was 

growing frustrated.  I had taken a few interviews with no luck so I called back for more information 

as to what and where my next step should be.   

I was referred to a company called PReP Intl run by SOS Intl founder Matt Sadinsky.  I looked 

PReP Intl’s website over top to bottom and found several interesting articles.  I registered online 

filling out my contact information and within a few days I was very surprised to be speaking directly 

with the CEO of the company, Matt Sadinsky.  We talked for a while and he got somewhat of a 
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baseline of my personality and then told me about several opportunities that I might be interested 

in coming up.  He asked me to take a personality test and talked directly to my references and then 

coached me on being successful in the role and on the team.  It takes a certain type of person to be 

an operator.  That’s what this test and the references were. I thought this might be just an exercise, 

but it turned out be even more of an insight into ME.  It took me about 30 minutes to take it.  After 

the results had been reviewed by a professional and we discussed the role and my fit for about an 

hour, I was deemed a worthy candidate – with the “right stuff”.  Then it was on to discussing the 

opportunities.   

After being turned down from a few companies that were worried that if they gave me an 

opportunity to come work for them that they would invest many hours training me only to have me 

move on after a few years.  This is where PReP Intl really shows its value.  As a contractor you are 

free to move about and experience how MANY different companies who do business in operating 

the power grid.  Companies are not only looking for someone that is qualified to do the job but also 

a person that fits into their team of operators.  In this way becoming a contractor and using the 

opportunity to go “contractor” in hope of working on a temporary basis before to regular hire” is a 

great way to for them to find a fit that’s right for their company and for you to see if it’s the tight 

place for you.  It’s invaluable experience.   

Thanks to the personality test and Matt’s history training operators across the industry and 

his ability to really understand a person’s interests and capabilities, and PReP Intl’s contacts and 

experience across the US, I found myself in a new job very quickly in Arkansas.  Matt knew after 

reviewing my personality test that I would probably be miserable in a big city like Atlanta or New 

York because I grew up a country farm kid who loved to fish and hunt.  I’ll admit I was somewhat 

skeptical to move there but after my fist week at my new job I was loving everything about the 

work, the team and the area I was living in.  The bass fishing and duck hunting was amazing.  It was 

a perfect fit and it was all done in less time than it took those first companies that had active open 

positions to fill to call me back about my application.  As far as launching a career goes I never 

expected things to happen this fast or this right.  Thank you Matt and thank you PReP Intl! 

 

If you think you have the right stuff to become a system operator, register at 

www.prepintl.com and begin exploring careers in energy technology.   

 

See also Scott’s essay on the Ten Things I wish I knew before becoming a System Operator. 

http://www.prepintl.com/
http://www.prepintl.com/docs/PrepIntl_ScottS_10_Things_I_Wish_I_Knew.pdf

